
   

 

Facing Change and Living to Tell About It 
Below is an excerpt from "Facing Change and Living to Tell About It" by Gretchen Huesmann, member of the WLI Speakers Bureau and author of 
the blog, Gretchen Huesmann less ~ than ~ perfect. Find the full article here: http://www.gretchenhuesmann.com/?p=11. 

LΩ±9 ![²!¸{ 5w9!595 new situations. Even as a kid I never 
wanted to go anywhere new alone. New park, new school, 
forget it. New dentist, okay ANY dentist is scary, so that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ L ƘŀǘŜŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
or going places I was unfamiliar with. Can you say INSE-
CURE? Lately the old feelings of anxiety have been making 
my heart pound again as I begin this new journey of blog-
ging. I could make a list a mile long of why I should put this 
off one more day, but at the top of the list is this: NEW, 
SCARY, UNFAMILIAR THING.  
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΤ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 
 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎτhigh school, 
college, becoming a teacher, marriage, motherhood, and as 
ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
a gazillion times changing 
churches and houses and states 
along the way. Somewhere in 
life I had to learn that the unfa-
miliar will not kill me, or at least 
ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜƭǇ 
us cope, but if I had to pick one 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
sticking close to the One who 
never changes. 
 
άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƎŀΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘΣέ God says (Revelation 21:6). As the world turns around 
us, children grow and wrinkles come, we have a God who άƛǎ 
the same ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ (Hebrews 13:8) That 
comforts me. With daily doses of a new-normal, His change-
less-ness comforts me. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
loves to mix things up. IŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  
 
Take me for example, when He found me I was stuck in my 
sinτalone, dead really, because my sin separated me from 
Him. But, because He died to take away the sins of the 
world, and yes, that includes me and you, He forgave my 
sins and made me new. Wow! A new me! Actually, changing 
people is His specialty. άTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΦέ όн 

Corinthians 5:17) This change is wonderful, welcome and 
miraculous! 
 
Not all changes are. Some are definitely not. But we know 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ DƻŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
okay. ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǾŜΣ coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎΦέ (James 1:17) 
 
And apparently, I think, God may be leading me to blog? (Is 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ άǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴέ ŦŀŎŜ L Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ƘŜǊŜΚύ LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴƻǿΣ 
then I stumbled across Revelation 21:5. άΩ.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿΦΩ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ²ǊƛǘŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΦΩέ bƻǿ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

context, he was clearly talking 
to John about all the new 
things coming: new heaven, 
new earth, when He re-
turns.  But as I pondered Je-
ǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
hear encouragement in my 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ άIŜȅΣ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ōƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²ǊƛǘŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ 
ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 

So what about you? What NEW, SCARY, UNFAMILIAR 
THING are you facing? Is it a welcome change or are you 
resisting with all your might? Do you have a choice or has 
this been thrust upon you? Are you talking to the One who 
knows all about it anyway? IŜΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ 
You are not alone. 
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Around here, just north of Milwaukee, it always seems to be building season. Many of 
the open fields are now turning into subdivisions, assisted living centers and new re-
tail. The groundbreaking and foundation building stage of any project makes me impa-
tient. For weeks and longer it seems all that happens is the moving around of dirt, 
piles and piles of dirt. They dig down into the earth in order to build up. I do not need 
to explain to you why this is important. And yet, we all get a little anxious for the 
buildings to go up. We want to see the progress.   
 
¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŘƛǊǘΣ ƭŜǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘπ
ting the foundation ready. It is an important part of the building process. WLI is at 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǊŜπ
paring some exciting new ventures that might still be a bit below the surface, but not 
for long.   
 
The 2017 National Conference, Gifted to Influence, is ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ м tŜǘŜǊ пΥмл ά9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƛŦǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ tƭŜŀǎŜ save the 
dates September 29-October 1, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Our vision is to develop capable and confident Christian women by providing a confer-
ence experience centered in Christ and full of practical and engaging workshops in 
both leadership and faith development. Whatever the context of your work or reason 
you wish to grow, we desire to empower the development of your faith walk and 
equip you in the leadership journey.   
 
We are also offering workshops that will have the additional option to earn a digital 
badge, a certificate demonstrating a learned skill that you display online. Digital Badge 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ 
can attend in person or in the future online. To earn the badge one must complete a 
criterion that demonstrates application of workshop knowledge in the workplace and 
broader life experience.  
 
As you can see, there is much work going on below the surface. Please continue to 
ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳ 
can be proud of what it is shaping into!  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Darcy Paape 
Executive Director 

From the Desk Of... 
Darcy Paape, WLI Executive Director 

This newsletter is a publication of the Women's Leadership Institute , a servant 

institute of Concordia University Wisconsin. Our mission is to educate, encourage and 

equip women for Christian leadership in the home, church, workplace and world. For 

more information, please visit www.wlicuw.org or contact Darcy Paape, Executive  

Director at Darcy.Paape@cuw.edu or 262-243-2300. 
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Bible Marginalia: 
Informational and Formational 
 

MOST OF MY LIFE has been framed with interaction 
with God's Word in Bible Study. In fact, that is the 
title often used when people gather together to 
learn more about this sacred text. 
 
About six years ago, I began to learn a bit about 
reading God's Word with a different focus. This does 
not make the first one wrong; it simply has 
a different focus and process. 
 
The informational process works with facts, history, 
cross-references, and all the things brought to-
gether in our efforts to master the text. 
 
The formational process might focus on reading and 
rereading the text within the context of: 
¶ What phrase stands out to me in this reading? 
¶ How can a lesson here be applied to my life 

right now? 
¶ What is the Holy Spirit helping me to see in this 

reading? 
 

It becomes allowing the text to master me. To be 
shaped by the Word. 

About 15 years 
ago I began to 
take my own 
Bible for wor-
ship, rather 
than using the 
one provided in 
the pew. It was 
the place for 
sermon 
notes, prayer 
thoughts and 
tracking what 
was happen-
ing "in real life." 
 
I need the cognitiveτ"head knowledge" approach 
in the study of God's Word. I also need the contem-
plative, meditative approach as God's Word 
changes my heart. 
 
As I have learned more about Bible marginalia, the 
mantra remainsτit is process, not product. And 
when the marginalia becomes even more "visual," 
that is a grace reminder. 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ /ƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ŀǘ ά±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ DǊŀŎŜέ  
http://constancedenninger.blogspot.com 
 
Reprinted and abbreviated with permission from Connie Denninger. 
ά.ƛōƭŜ aŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛŀ-LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣέ {ŜǇǘΦ нлмпΦ http://
constancedenninger.blogspot.com/2014/09/bible-marginalia-
informational-and.html. 

Sharing in Creative Faith Learning Communities 
By Connie Denninger, Creative Faith Coach 

Bible Marginalia 
Bible Journaling for Beginners 
¶ Use colored pencils.  
¶ Use a fine line Sharpie. The one that says "no bleed 

through" works the best on the thin pages found in 
many Bibles.  

¶ The layers shown in the pictures are called "tip-ins" 
and are added to the page, but simply lift to read 
all of God's Word on the page.  

http://constancedenninger.blogspot.com/2014/09/bible-marginalia-informational-and.html
http://constancedenninger.blogspot.com/2014/09/bible-marginalia-informational-and.html
http://constancedenninger.blogspot.com/2014/09/bible-marginalia-informational-and.html

